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Siao Yi Stole the Lanting Preface by Guile
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Tang Tai Zong was very fond of calligraphy and had always wanted to acquire the most famous calligraphy
painting - The Lanting Preface. The painting was in the possession of Bian Cai, a monk at Yong Sin Temple.
However, Bian Cai claimed that he did not own the authentic copy. So Siao Yi was given the task of visiting
Bian Cai to steal the real Lanting Preface. Siao Yi went incognito and brought with him two authentic
works by the famous calligrapher Er Wang as bait.

Siao Yi disguised himself as a poor scholar taking a ferry to Yong Sin Temple to study the murals in the
temple. Seeing how impoverished Siao Yi is, Bian Cai invited Siao Yi to dinner and to stay at the temple for
a while. In the following days, they chatted about art and literature. One day, Siao Yi casually mentioned
that he had with him some authentic works by the famous calligrapher Er Wang. Bian Cai asked Siao Yi if
he could see them and found that they were indeed authentic.

At this moment, Bia entioned that he, too, had a very special collection. Siao }



MeFipr e L HIR-MOERE D T ELBE
5

PERSBLARY FIRELARYASTE L | BIArELAY M oigsphs
BETEERE - B4 B Bl 87 50 &2092 0 RUMELEFALKRS
BRI ES o o TRERS L BE-FIMNLE 0 HEE-FEr I A
Bty 0 RIOTOARYRCALEN 0 BEAIEIATErEIE B RS
GARER R RS SRIAR RS SES R R b s 82 L8 e

45;; ﬂgv» %o

5:?\\?
% 2
5

iks o B EBIRLTFIFE AT
Tigy B 8T bt Fon b L5
2=

H

S PRI v S
Pt L AS 0 M AWML S BTN

3

L% 0 B FAZ P

opportunity and asked him about it. Bian Cai told him, ‘T have the Lanting Preface’ Siao Yi replied

deliberately, “That's impossible. I heard that the Lanting Preface was destroyed during the war.” Bian Cai

replied, “The Lanting Preface had been handed down through seven generations. It was given to me by my

late master. I will show it to you tomorrow if you don’t believe me.” The next day, Bian Cai brought out the
Lanting Preface, and while Siao Yi was examining the work, he deliberately pointed out a flaw and said that

it could not have been the authentic copy. Bian Cai expressed the wish to see other authentic copies from =
Siao Yi so that he could compare them with his own. Thinking that he would need to compare it with other +
copies soon, he did not store it away as he should, but had it lying around on the table.

Later, Bian Cai went out to do something. And Siao Yi told-the disciples who guarded the temple that Bian =
Cai forgot something in his room. Thinking that he isan acquaintance of their master, the disciples let him

into their master’s room. Siao Yi took the Lanting Preface along with the works of Er Wang that he brought 0
with him and left. S
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Strategy 17: Toss Out a Brick to Attract Jade
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Use something similar as bait to entrap the enemy. Confuse him with lies and illusions until he is

trapped. This is the strategy of using a small bait to catch something big.
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